Antibodies to Campylobacter pylori in patients with idiopathic dyspepsia.
We used Western Blotting analysis to determine the immune profile to Campylobacter pylori polypeptides in: A) sera from patients with idiopathic dyspepsia and bacteriological evidence of C. pylori gastric colonization, B) sera from patients with the same symptoms but no bacteriological evidence of C. pylori infection and C) healthy subjects. To avoid interference of aspecific reactions due to antigenic cross reactivity with other thermophilic Campylobacter species, antisera were raised in rabbits against C. pylori as well as against C. coli and C. jejuni. Some bands (with an approximate molecular weight of 118, 85, 40, 34, 28, 18 and 12 Kd) which can be considered specific for C. pylori were identified and the IgG reaction to some of them (40, 34, 28 Kd) was shown to be significantly higher in patients with bacteriological evidence of C. pylori infection than in the other two groups. IgM reactivity to two bacterial proteins of molecular weight 118 and 40 Kd was particularly evident in the second group of patients suggesting a possible diagnostic tool to identify C. pylori infection at a very early stage.